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Protecting the forest as a hopeful
policy for cleaning water

The World Bank and The World Wide Fund for Nature
have united together to carry through a drinking water
research named “The Flowing Purity”. The conclusion
o0 the research is : Protecting the forest is the best way
to obtain cheap cleaning water . We had better use
more time to protect our forest in various aspects but
not to treat the wastewater in a very expensive and
arduous way. Each city around the world should use
their strength and money effectively; we can make our
drinking water clean by protecting our forest and also
we can make ourselves get rid of the high expense
about millions of dollars spend on the wastewater
treatment every year. After the two organizations
investigated 105 cities around the world they have the
following conclusions: 1/3 of the big cities around the
world, including New York, Tokyo,Barcelona and
Melbourne ; all these cities’ cleaning drinking water
basically obtained by protecting their forest.

Protecting the forest could reduce the debris flow
terrestrial erosion, consequently purify the water
quality, at the same time it could also in favor of the
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influx and the reserve of the cleaning water. It is also a
very effective and economical way in providing the
cleaning drinking water to the citizens. Furthermore,
the cost of protecting the forest is much lower than the
money spending on the construction of the sewage
farm. The Senior Environmental expert David of the
World Bank who is in charging with the Forest
Resource once said: “For many cities, it is a necessity
but not a luxury thing to protect the surrounding
forests near the reservoir.” “If we continue to ignore
the protection of the forest, the cost of providing the
cleaning and safety drinking water to the fellow citizens
would race up to an unprecedented level.”

1888

Forest Water Circulation

Forest and vegetation play an important role in
lessening drought and flood disaster, which become the
barrier of irrigation works. It is proved by the
experiment that a tree which is 25 years old can absorb
150mm precipitation per hour, and man-made water

source forest at the age of 22 years can absorb 300mm
precipitation per hour. Forest is just like a huge
reservoir. It is calculated that a forest in 100,000 acres
is the same with a reservoir in 2,000,000 cubic meters.
Forest has this kind of special ability of absorbing and
discharging. There are many holes and cracks in the
soil of the forest and vegetation, and there are also
holes which were made by organic matter in the soil
strata. These holes are not only the storage of the
water, but also the access of the water running towards
the deeper layer of the earth.

The demolishment of the vegetation can change the
process of partly water circulation, and greatly enlarge
loss of the surface runoff and water and soil, which
brings on a series of environmental deteriorated
problems. The sand blown by wind which is enlarged
every year is an important disaster in the northwest
part of our country. It leads to a large amount of
farmland burying. Due to the overage depasturing and
reclaiming, degrading comes out on the grassland. We
should plant trees and grass, and increase vegetation.

Everglade ecosystem plays and important role of an
accommodation and cushion in the global and regional
water circulation. Everglade’ sod and peat horizon
which have a big power containing water are big
reservoir. It can lessen flood peak’s forming and
scale ,and can provide water source for river and
stream, which is helpful for the stability of regional
water.
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