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The wars of this century have been on oil, and the wars of the next century will be on
water ... unless we change the way we manage water.

%2 EHMAKT +—F L (N—72) (2000) HEHEES “Water Security in the 21st Century”

We have one common goal: to provide water security in the 21st Century. This means
ensuring that freshwater, coastal and related ecosystems are protected and improved; that
sustainable development and political stability are promoted, that every person has access
to enough safe water at an affordable cost to lead a healthy and productive life and that
the vulnerable are protected from the risks of water-related hazards.
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« The White House Action Plan on Global Water Security (2022)

As the source of both life and livelihoods, water security is central to human and national
security.

+ UN-Water (2013)

The capacity of a population to safeguard sustainable access to adequate quantities of
acceptable quality water for sustaining livelihoods, human well-being, and socio-economic
development, for ensuring protection against water-borne pollution and water-related
disasters, and for preserving ecosystems in a climate of peace and political stability.
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Figure 1. Identifying Security Threats
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Toward the de-specialization of security
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(Heath, 2022) Figure 3. Four Views of Security-Knowledge

Exceptional Logic

(Potentially) Routine Logics
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f'social
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Knowledge potentially relevant. comes from those affected.
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The core feature of security
is not the threats it identifies
but its exceptionalist logic.

e Security may be pursued
through any means, from
ordinary law to
exceptional violence.
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UN & UNESCO (2021). Progress on Transboundary Water Cooperation Global status of
SDG indicator 6.5.2 and acceleration needs. UN Doc. ECE/MP.WAT/65 (p.13)
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© HEEBSVE 70/169 : The Human Rights to Safe Drinking Water and Sanitation,
U.N. Doc. A/RES/70/169 (17 December 2015).

2. [The General Assembly] Recognizes that the human right to safe drinking water entitles
everyone, without discrimination, to have access to sufficient, safe, acceptable, physically
accessible and affordable water for personal and domestic use, and that the human right to
sanitation entitles everyone, without discrimination, to have physical and affordable access
to sanitation, in all spheres of life, that is safe, hygienic, secure, socially and culturally
acceptable and that provides privacy and ensures dignity, while reaffirming that both rights
are components of the right to an adequate standard of living

® The Nile River Basin Cooperative Framework Agreement (CFA) (2010)

Article 2: Use of Terms

(f) “Water security” means the right of all Nile Basin States to reliable access to and use of
the Nile River system for health, agriculture, livelihoods, production and environment.

Article 14: Water Security

Having due regard to the provisions of Articles 4 and 5, Nile Basin States recognize the
vital importance of water security to each of them. The States also recognize that the
cooperation management and development of waters of the Nile River System will facilitate
achievement of water security and other benefits. Nile Basin States therefore agree, in a
spirit of cooperation:

(a) to work together to ensure that all states achieve and sustain water security;
(b) ... not to significantly affect the water security of any other Nile Basin States.*

* No consensus was reached. AGREE: Burundi, DR Congo, Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda,
Tanzania and Uganda / DISAGREE: Egypt and Sudan.

@ w7 S/PV.7818 (2016)

In that context, we are concerned by the ongoing attempts to directly incorporate a security
component into issues relating to water resources. Securitizing the issue of water could
lead to the shifting of the focus of international efforts towards a subjective search for
“guilty parties’ and the subsequent probable imposition of military intervention in the parts
of the world concerned, where what is really needed is specific expert activity in order to
work out solutions for emerging issues. In that way, emphasizing the geopolitical aspects
of water cooperation, including international security, can only complicate the quest for the
resolution of a difficult socioeconomic situation and, as a result, hinder sustainable
development as a whole.
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